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MEMORANDUM FOR: Collection Guidance Staff, Humen Resources Group,
Operations Brench

ATTENTIOR .

L1

BUBJECT 1 Requirements on the Rorthern Bes Route

1. Require information onm, or prefersbly & copy of the tranelt
sgreement or contract between Soviet authorities and forelgn shippers.
If & copy is mot cbtainable, of particular importance is information
on specific wording used in these contracts for icebresker-pilotege
services furnighed by the Soviets and the fees that are charged. Does
the vording {mply that ehips are passing through territorial waters of
the USSR and that, in effect, the Soviets are granting "permission” to
trensit the route?

2. The Soviets have announced that they are making avallable
recently compiled materials to assist ships transiting the Northern
Ses Route. Pleese cobtain an original, if aveilable, of all hydro-
grephic charte, sailing directions and liste of navigastional asids
(buoys, lights, markers, etc.}. Where originals are not avellable,
photographic coples will suffice.

3. A description of the trip, with specific information about
the Soviet icebreaker and convoy techniques, type snd extent of control
exerted on foreign ships, and a plot of the route folloved, would be
helpful. Any evidence of recent Soviet hydrological survey actlvity
shottld be reported; pasrticular attention should be given to the Iaptev
end Esst Biberlan Beas.
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